DUNIYA

Flutist and composer, Catherine Potter, has carved out a distinctive niche in
the Canadian world music scene with her mastery of the bansuri, the Indian
bamboo flute, and her sophisticated cross-cultural approach to composition.

PROJ ECT

Duniya, which means ‘world’ in several Asian and African languages, speaks
to both the international flavour of the music and to the diverse backgrounds
of the outstanding musicians who make up DUNIYA PROJECT’s unique
global sound: tabla-player Subir Dev, guitarist Joy Anandasivam, double-
bassist Nicolas Caloia, and drummer Thom Gossage.

A musical odyssey between Montreal and Mumbai, where Catherine works
with the world’s top bansuri master, Hariprasad Chaurasia, CATHERINE
POTTER - DUNIYA PROJECT creates a smooth blend of ancient and current
traditions; faithfully rending the intracate beauty of Indian ragas while
creating jazzy atmospheres and enticing rhythms with forays into flamenco,
funk and gamelan.

CATHERINE POTTER -~ DUNIYA PROJECT has performed to acclaim at
jazz, folk and new music festivals including the Montreal International

Jazz Fest, the Ottawa International Jazz Festival, the Festival du Monde
Arabe and Small World’s South Asian Music Fest in Toronto to name a few.
The project often features additional guests from a wide array of musical
traditions; most recently, Palestinian oud player Simon Shaheen, in a concert
recorded for Radio Canada’s Espace Musique.

CATHERINE POTTER ~ DUNIYA PROJECT s self-titled CD has continued to
receive great critical praise since its release early 2006.

An exciting world fusion ensemble that weaves together
the best of Indian classical music, jazz
and contemporary sounds

The album, CATHERINE POTTER - DUNIYA PROJECT
produced by Ramachandra Borcar (aka Ramasutra/
DJ Ram) successfully captures the individuality of
the performers and their interaction in the studio.
Additional instrumentation, including oriental
percussion, flamenco guitar, kalimba and Indian violin
played by guest musicians, further push the boundaries
of the album’s wide ranging musical scope.

CATHERINE POTTER
DUNIYA PROJECT
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PRESS

“One senses the virtuoso in the superb Indian ragas and other compositional procedures
whose ancient rules she transgresses by projecting them in a jazz environment.”
Alain Brunet, La Presse (translation)

“Potter is Canada’s master bansuri flautist, deftly handling the hollow, windy tones
of the venerable Indian instrument and building off a template of North Indian
classical music and jazz in a calm but vivid manner. 8/10”

Rupert Bottenberg, Montreal Mirror

“One feels the spirit, the joy, the exaltation to play a music which avoids clichés like
the plague ... a beautiful success, a progress on the music front here.”
Jean Beauchesne, Journal de Montréal and Journal de Québec (transiation)

“Catherine Potter’s music is a beautiful example of a passionate meeting between
Indian classical music and jazz elements. It’s not simply a fusion of genres but rather
a veritable dialogue. Bravo!” André Rheaume, Espace musique (translation)

“Catherine Potter leads this truly one-of-a-kind Montreal project, a coming together of
the city’s finest musicians from an array of divergent circles.” Steve Guimond, Hour

“Catherine Potter perfumes her music with sweet delights in a completely different
manner than other groups with ties to India. Catherine appears more and more like
an essential player in a culture that is constantly redefining itself.” (ransiation)

Yves Bernard, Ici, Le Devoir

“What sets this CD apart is the blending of styles that occurs so effortlessly
...mystical rhythms, fast runs and glides that shift the feel and emotion of the song
from excitement to pure pleasure.” Paul J. Youngman, The Live Music Report

“One of richest world musics produced in Montreal.” Denys Leliévre, Voir (transiation)
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Considered *Canada’s master bansuri flautist”, CATHERINE POTTER is a long-time
disciple of one of India’s most respected musicians, Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia, and
also trained in jazz, West-African and Balinese music. With a solid reputation as an
inspired performer of North Indian classical music, she has performed extensively
in Canada, USA and India, has been featured on Radio-Canada radio and television
and has shared the stage with Hariprasad Chaurasia, Zakir Hussain and Kalinath
Mishra. Catherine Potter released her first CD, Bansuri, in 1997 and founded
Duniya Project in 2001. Her bansuri can be heard in a wide array of collaborations
in dance, theatre, film, recordings and concerts including with Tasa, Ramasutra,
Adham Sheikh and Simon Shaheen.

An exceptional guitarist, JOY ANANDASIVAM, was exposed to Carnatic
music in his native South India before immigrating to Montreal in the early
80’s. He began to explore western music, particularly jazz, and innovated a
unique approach in adapting the stylized ornamentations of Carnatic music
on electric guitar. He has performed across Canada and Europe, has been
featured on CBC and has won the MusicPlus Guitar Wars contest. He heads the
Joy Anandasivam Quintet and Urban Native and, as a sideman, his versatility
and virtuosity has been remarked upon by many celebrated musicians. Joy
continues study of South Indian classical music with Prasanna Ramaswamy.

Double-bass player, NICHOLAS CALOIA is a long-time member of Montreal’s
avant-garde musical community and has collaborated with Steve Lacy, Malcolm
Goldstein, Tristan Honsinger, Chris Cauley, Michel F. Coté, and Lorie Freedman. He
has directed his own group, The Ratchet Orchestra and has recorded with Michel
Brown, Jean Derome and Said Mesnaoui. Nicolas Caloia has toured USA and Europe
with the Lullay Baxter Trio and Suzie Arioli and works with world music groups
Hassan ElHadi, Cheb Dino, Nestor Vaz and Mercedes Gomez.

Drummer THOM GOSSAGE needs no introduction, having performed in numerous
jazz settings including associations with Christine Jensen, Dave Binney, Kurt
Rosenwinkle, Ben Monder, Wolter Weirbos, Steve Swell, Remi Bolduc, Erik Hove
and John Labelle. He’s currently involved in the creative projects Mandala, Follow
Follow and Phathed/N.O.M.A. His own group, Other Voices, won the OPUS prize at
the Montreal International Jazz Festival in 2002 and completed a second Canadian
tour on the strength of their second CD, The Now Beyond.

SUBIR DEYV first learned tabla in his native Bangladesh and then undertook several
years of training in North Indian classical music with Dr. Narendra Verma. He
regularly accompanies artists from India including Vinay Bhide, Aruna Narayan
Kalle and Sumitra Guha and works in a wide array of collaborations such as Jorane,
Michel Cusson, Chantal Chamady, Matapat and Musa Dien Kala. Subir Dev has also
earned himself an international reputation as a composer and producer of new
South Asian music and works with Kashif and DJViscious.

S

RECENT CONCERTS (select list)

Festival International de Jazz de Montréal

Site de la Visitation, Québec

Festival Percuphonie, Ste-Césaire

South Asian Music Fest, Harbourfront Centre Theatre, Toronto

La Basoche, Gatineau

Bibliotheque nationale du Québec, Montreal

Cabaret Lion d’or, Montreal (launch)

Arab World Festival, Salle Pierre Mercure (Radio-Canada Recording)
Festival de Nouveau Cinéma, Just for Laughs Museum, Montreal
Foyer of Grand Théatre de Québec, Quebec City

Théatre de Grands Sault, Lasalle

Festi-jazz Rimouski, Rimouski

Up to Ears Festival, Christ Church Cathedrale, Montreal
Kiosque Edwin Bélanger, Quebec City

Traquen’art’s Series Musiques et traditions du monde, Montreal
Sun-Fest, Victoria Park, London

Ottawa International Jazz Festival, Ottawa

Festival Rendez-vous des cultures, Montreal

La Bourse Rideau, Quebec City

Club Soda, Montreéal

La féte de la musique, Radio-Canada Télévision

Tour of Montreal’s Maisons de la culture: Plateau-Mont-Royal,
Notre-Dame-de-Grace, Cote-des-neiges, Rosemont-Petit-Patrie,

Frontenac, Villeray St-Michel.

Le Va et Vient, Montreal

Théatre de Verdure, Montreal

Festival des Films du Monde, Montreal

Productions Shadai
shadaj.productions@gmail.com
514.279.7743
www.catherinepotter.net
www.duniyaproject.com
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